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1 £1 TL. 


Perſonal Duty. 


| Emember that it is your 
R great Duty , and tied on you * 
| by many Obligations, thar 

. you be exemplar in your lives, 
and be Patterns and Prefidents to 
your Flocks : leſt ir be ſaid unto you, 
why rakeft thou my Law into thy mouth, 
ſeetro thou bateſt to be reformed thereby. 
He that lives an idle life may preach 


(>) 
with Truth and Reaſon, or as did the 
Phariſees 3 bur nor as Chriſt , or as 
one having Authority. 


I I. 

Every Miniſter in taking accomprs 
of his Life , muſt judge of his Duty 
by more fſtri&t and ſeverer meaſures, 
than he does of his People ; and he 
that ties heavy burthens upon others, 
ought himſelf ro carry the heavieſt 
end : and many things may be law- 
ful in them , which he muſt nor ſuffer 


in himſelf, 


ITI. 


Let every Miniſter endeavour to be 
learned in all ſpiritual wiſdom , and 


Skiltul in che things of God 3 for he 


will ill reachorhers the way of godli- 
neſs, perfe&tly, thar is himfelf a babe 
and uninſtructed. An ignorant Mi- 
niſter is an head withour an cye 3 and 
an evil Miniſicr is ſalt that hath no 
ſavour, | 
LL: | 
Every Minif'er , above all things, 
muſt be careful char he be nor a ſcr- 
vant of paſſion, whether of anger 
-pe: 7 ; "wn ; Ce 


(3) 
deſire, For he that is not a maſter of 
his paſſions will alwayes be uſcleſs, 
& quickly will become contemprible 
and cheap 1n the eyes of his Pari(h, 


V. 


Let no Miniſter be litizious in any 
thing ; not greedy or coverous 3 nor 
inſiſting upon little rhings, or quarre- 
ling for, or exacting of every minute 
portion of his dues 3 bur bounriful 
and ealie ; remitting of h& right, 
when to do ſo may be uſeful co his 
people, or when the contrary may do 
miſchief, and cauſe reproach. Be zot 
over righteous (ſaith Solomon) that is, 
nor ſevere in demanding, or forcing 
every thing , though ir be indeed his 


due, 
VI. 


Let not the name of the Church 
be made a pretence for. perſonal co- 
vetouſnels 3 by ſaying, you are wil- 
ling to remit many things , bur you 
muſt ' nor wrong the Church : for 
thouzh it be ttue, that you are not to 
do prejudice to ſucceſſion, yer many 
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(4) 
things may be forgiven upon juſt oc- 
caſions, from which the Church ſhall 
receive no incommodity 3 bur be ſure 
thar there are but few things which 
thou art bound to ao in thy perſonal 
capacity,but the ſame alſo, and more, 
thou art oblig'd to perform , as thou 


art a publick perſon. 
VII. 


Never exa& the offerings,or cuſto- 
mary wages, and ſuch asare allowed 
by law, in the miniſtration of the Sa- 
craments, nor condition for them, nor 
ſecure them before-hand 3 bur firſt do 
your office, and miniſter the Sacra- 
ments purely, readily, and for Chriſts 
fake 3 and when that is done, reccive 
what is your due. 


VIII. 


Avoid all pw as you would flee 
from the moſt frigheful apparition, or 
the molt cruell enemie ; and remem- 
ber that you cannever truly teachhu- 
mility, or tell what it is, unleſs you 
practule it your ſelves, 


'F 
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I *, 


Take no meaſures of Humility, but 
ſuch as are material and tangible; ſuch 
which confiſt not in humble words, 
and lowly geſtures 3 bur what is firſt 
truly radicated in your Souls, in low 
opinion of your ſelves, and in real 
preferring others before your ſelves, 
and in ſuch fignifications, which can 
neither deceive your {clves nur others, 


XN 


Let every Curate of Souls ſtrive to 
underſtand hinaſelt beſt 3 and then to 
underſtand other: Ler him ſpare 
himſelf leaſt ; but moſt ſeverely judge, 
cenſure, and condemn himſelf. If he 
be learned, let him ſhew it by wiſe 
reaching, and humble manners. It he 
be nor learned, let him be ſure to ger 
ſomuch knowledge as to know that 3 
and ſo much Humility, as not to grow 
inſolent, and puffedup by his Empu- - 
neſs. For many will pardon a good 
man that is leſs learned ; but if he be 
proud, no man will forgive him, 


-_- 4 


(6) 
X1. 


Letevery Miniſter be careful to live 
a life as abſtracted from the Aﬀeairs of 
the world, as his neceſſity will permir 
him ; bur at no hand to be immerg'd 
and principally imploy'd in the Af- 
fairs of the World : What cannot be 
avoided, and whart is of good report, 
and whar heis oblig'd to by any per- 
ſonal or collateral Dury, that he may 
do, but no more. Ever remembrin 
the Saying of our bleſſed Lord: Iz the 
world ye ſhall have trouble ; but in me ye 
ſhall bave peace : and conſider this alſo, 
which isa gteat Truth ; That every 
degree of love tothe world, is ſo much 
taken from the Love of God, 


X II. 


Be no otherwiſe ſollicitous of your 
Fame and Reputation , but by doing 
your duty well and wiſely : in otter 
things, refer pou! ſelf ro God : bur if 
you meet with evil Tongues, be care- 
ful that you bear reproaches ſweetly 
and temperately, 

| XIIT. 


; 


(7) 
XIII. 


Remember that no Miniſter can 
govern his people well, and proſpe- 
rouſly, unleſs himſelf hath learn'd 
humbly and cheertally to obey his Su- 
perior. For cvery Miniſter ſhould be 
like the good Centurion in the Goſpel: 
himfelf 1s under Authority, and he 
hath people under him. 


XIV. 


Be fure in all your Words and Ac- 
tions to preſerve Chriſtian ſimplicity 
and ingenuity 3 to doto orhers, as you 
would be done unto your ſelf ; and ne- 
yer to ſpeak what you do not think, 
Truſt co Truth, rather ehan to your Me- 
mory : for chis may fail you, rhat will 
never. 


XV, 


Pray much andvery fervently, for 
all your Pariſhioners, and all men that 
belong to you, and all char belong ro 
God ; but eſpecially for the Converlt- 

ON 


(3) 
on of Souls ; and be very zealous for 
nothing, bur for Gods glory, and the 
ſalvation of the World, and particu- 
larlyof your Charges : Ever remem- 
bring that you are by God appointed, 
as rhe Miniſters of Prayer, and the 
Miniſters of good things, to pray for 


all the World, and to heal all the 


World, as far as you are able, 
XVI. 


Every Miniſter muſt learn and pra- 
Qile patience 3 that by bearing all ad- 
verſity meckely, and humbly, and 
cheerfully, and by doing all his dury 
with unwearied induſtry, with grear 
courage, conſtancy, and Chriſtian 
magnanimiry, he may the berrer aſſiſt 
his people inthe bearing of their croſ- 
ſes, and overcoming their difficul- 
ties. 


XVII. 


He that 15 holy, let him be holy 
ſtill, and ſtill more holy, and never 
think he hath done his work, till all 
be finiſhed by perſeverance , and the 


: 


(9) 


meaſures of perfe&ion in a holy Life, 
and a holy Death : bur ar no hand 
muſt he magnifie himſelf by vain ſe- 
pararions from others , or deſpiſing 
chem rhar are not ſo holy. 


——— 


I I. 
Of Prudence requir'd in Miners, 


XVIII. 


I. Emember that Diſcretion is 

the Miſtreſs of all Graces ; 
and Humility is the greateſt of all 
Miracles ; and withoant this, all Gra- 
ces periſh to a mans ſelf 3 and with- 
our that, all Graces are uſeleſs unto 
others, 


XIX, 


2, Let no Miniſter be governed by 
the Opinion of his People,and deſtroy 
his duty, by unreaſonable compliance 
with their humours ; leſt as the Bi- 
ſhop of Grapata told the Governours 
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(10) 
of Leria and Patti; like filly Ani- 
mals, they take burdens upon their 
backs at the pleaſure of theMulrirude, 
which they neicher can retain with 
Prudence, nor ſhake off with ſafery. 


X X, 


2. Let not the Reverence of any 
Man cauſe you to fin againſt God ; 
but in the Matter of Souls , being 
well-advis'd, be bold and confident ; 
but abate nothing of the honour of 
God , or the juſt meaſures of your 
duty, to farisfie the importunity of 
any man whatſoever : and God will 
bear you our, 


XX I. 


4. When you teach your people 
any part of their dury, as in paying 
theirdebrs, their rythes and offcrings, 
in giving due reverence and religious 
regards , diminiſh nothing of your 
admonition in theſe particulars, and 
the like , thouzh they obje&t , Thar 
you ſpeak for your ſclves, and in your 
own caſcs, For a counſel is not the 


(11) 
worſe but the berter , if ir be profita- 
ble both to him thar gives, and to 
him that takes it. Onely do it in ſim- 
{ plicity, and principally intend the 
y good of their Souls. 


XXII. 


5. In taking accounts of the good 
Lives of your ſelves, or others, rake 
your meaſures by the expreſs words 
of Scripture ; and next to them, cſti- 
mate chem by their proportion and 
compliance with the publick mea- 
{ures, with the Laws of the Nation, 
Ecclefiaſtical and Civil , and by the 
Rules of Fame , of publick Honeſty 
and good Report; and laſt of all by 
their obſervation of the ordinances 
and exterior parts of Religion. 


X XIII, 


6. Be not ſatisfhed when you have 
done a good work , unlcls you have 
alſo done ir well: and when you 
have, then be careful char vain-glory, 
partiality, fe)f-conceir, or any other 
tolly or indiſcretion, ſnatch it not our 


of 


(12) 
of your hand , and cheat you of the 
reward, 


XXIV. 


7. Becaretul fo to order your ſelf, 
that you fall not into tempration and 
folly in the preſence of any of your 
Charges; and eſpecially that you 
fall not into chidings,and intemperate 
rtalkings, and ſudden and violent Ex- 
preflions: Never be a party in cla- 
mors and ſcoldings , leſt your Calling 
become uſeleſs, and your perſon con- 
remprtible : Ever remembring thar if 
you cheaply and lightly be engag'd in 
ſuch low uſages with any hes that 
perſon is likely to be loſt from all 
poſlibility of receiving much good 
from your Miniſtry. | 


III, 


i 


The Rules and Meaſures of Government 
to be uſed by Myniflers , tn therr re- 
ſpetrue Cures. 


XXV. 


I. SE no violence tb any man, 
| to bring him to your opt- 
nion : but by the word of your pro- 
per Miniſtry, by Demonſtrations of 
the Spirit, by rational Diſcourſes, by 
excellent Examples , conſtrain them 
ro come in: and for other things ,: 
they are to be permitted to their own 
Liberty, to' the meaſures of the 
Laws, and the Condu& of their Go- 


VCTIOUrS, 
XXVI. 


2, Suffer no quarrel in your Pa- 
riſh ; and ſpeedily ſuppreſs it when ir 
is begun: and though all wiſe men 
will abſtain from interpoſing in other 
mens 


(14) 

mens Afﬀairs , and cſpecially in mat- 
ters of Intereſt, which men love too 
well, yet it is your Duty here to in- 
terpole,by perlwading them to friend- 
ſhips, reconcilements, moderate pro- 
ſecutions of their pretences 3 and by 
all means you prudenrly can, to bring 
them to peace , and brotherly kind- 
nels. 


XXVILI. 


2, Suffer no Houſes of Debauche- 
ry, of Drunkennels or Luſt, in your 


* Pariſhes; bur implore the aſliſtance 


of Authority for the ſupprefling of all 
ſuch meeting places, and Nurſeries of 
imyiery : and as for places of publick 
Entcrtainment , take care that they 
obſerve the Rules of Chriſtian Piety, 
and the allowed meaſures of Laws. 


XXVIIL 


4. It there be any Papiſts, or Se- 
Qaries in your Pariſhes , negle& not 
frequently toconfer with them in the 
ſpirit of meckneſs, and by the impor- 
tunfry of wiſe Diſcourſes ſecking to 
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(rs) 
gain them. Bur ſtir up no violences 
againſt rhem ; bur leave them (if 
they be incurable) ro the wiſe and 
merciful diſpoſition of the Laws, 


XXIX, 


5. Receive hot the people to doubt- 
ful Diſputatiens : and ler no names 
of Sets or differing Religions , be 
kept up amongſt you, to the diſtur- 
bance of the publick peace, and pri- 
vate Charicy: and teach not the 
people to eſtimate their Piety by 
their diſtance from any Opinion , but 
by their Faith in.Chriſt , their obe- 
dience to God, and the Lawes, and 
cheir love to all Chriſtian People , 
even though they be deceiv'd, 


XXX, 


6. Think no man conſiderable up= 
on the point or prerence of a tender 
Conſcience, unleſs he live a good life, 
and in all things endeavour to ap- 
prove himſelf void of offence, both 
towards God and man : bur it he be 
an humble perſon , modeſt and in- 


> + 


wp 
quiring, apt to learn, and deſirous of 
information ; it he ſecks for it in all | 
wayes reaſonable and pious, and is 0- 
bedient ro Laws, then take care of 
him, uſe him tenderly, periwade 
him meckly , reprove him gently, 
and deal mercifully with him,till God 
{hall reveal that alſo unto him, in 
which his unavoidable trouble,and his 
temptation lies, 


XXX1, 


7. Mark them that cauſe Diviſions 
among you , and avoid them : for 
{ach perſons are by the Scripture call'd 


exirene Scandals in the abſtract 3 rhey are 
Mdaxlut, Offenders and Offences too. Bur if 


any man have an Opinion , let him 


Rom.16 have it to himſelf, till he can be cur'd 


of his diſcaſe by time , and counle], 
and gentle uſages. But it he ſepa- 
rares from the Church , or gathers a 
Cangregation , he is proud , and is 
fallen from the communion of Saints, 
and the Unity of the Catholick 
Church. 


XXX11, 


' 
| 


(17) 
XXXLI. 


8. He that obſerves any of his peo- 
ple to be zealous , ler him be careful 
ro condudt that zeal into ſuch chan- 
nels where there is leaſt danger of in- 
conveniency 3 let him imploy it 
in ſomerhing that 15 good z let ir be 
preſs'd to fight againſt ſin, For zeal 
is like a Cancer in the Breſt ; feed ir 
with good fleſh, or it will devour the 
Heart, 


XXXII1. 


9. Strive to ger. the love of the 
Congregation 3 but ler it not dege- 
nerate into popularity, Cauſe them 
to love you and revere you 3 to love 
with Religion , not for your compli- 
ance 3 for the good you do them, 
not for that you pleaſe them. Ger 
their love by doing your duty, but nor 


iby omitting or ſpoiling any part of it : 


Ever remembring the ſevere words 
of ourbleſſed Saviour , #o be to you, 
when all men ſpeak well of you. 


B 


(18) 
XXXIV. 


10. Suffer not the common peo- 
ple to prattle about Religion and que- 
ſions 3 but to ſpeak lirtle, ro be ſwift 
to hear, and {low to ſpeak, that they 
learn to do good works for neceflar y 
Uſes, that they work with thetr 
hands, that they may have where- 
withal to give to. them that need; 
that they {tudy to be quiet, and learn 
ro do their own buſineſs, | 


XXXYV. 


11, ket every Miniſter take. care 
that he call upon his Charges , that 
they order themſelves ſo , that they 
leave no void ſpaces of their time 3 
bur that every parr of it be filled with 
uſeful or innocent imployment, For 
where there is a ſpace without buſt- 
neſs, that ſpace is the proper time for 
danger and rempration 3 and no man 
5 more miſerable than he that knows 
got how to ſpend his time. 


XXXYI. 
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XXXVI. 


12, Fear no mans perſon in the 
doing of your duty , wiſely, and ac- 
cording to the Laws : remembring 
alwayes that a ſervant of God can 
no more be hurt by all che powers 
of wickedneſs, than by rhe noiſe of a 
Flies wing, or the chirping of a Spar- 
row, Brethren do well for your ſclves: 
do well for your ſelves as long as. you 
have time ; you know not how ſoon 
dcath will come. 


XXXVIL. 


13. Entertain no perſons into your 
Aſſemblies from other Pariſhes , un- 
leſs upon great occaſion, or in the de- 
Kirution of aMiniſter,or by contingen- 
cy, and ſeldom viſits, or with leave : 
leſt the labour of thy Brother be 
diſcouraged ; and thy ſeit be thoughr 
to preach Chriſt out of envy, and nor 
of good will. 


XXXVIII 
14, Never appeal ro the judgment 


(20) 
of the people in mattersof contro- 
verſe 3 reach them obedience , not 
arrogancy 3 teach them to be humble, 
not crafty. For without the aid of 
falſe guides , you will find ſome of 
them of themſelves apt enough to be 
troubleſome : anda queſtion put into 
their Heads, and a power of judging 
into their Hands, 1s a putting it to 
their choice , whether you ſhall be 
troubled by rhem this week , or the 
next: for much longer you cannor 


eſcape. 
X XXIX. 


14. Let no Miniſter of a Pariſh in- 
 troduce any Ceremony, Rites or Ge- 
ſures, though wirh fome ſeeming 
Piety and Ucvotion , bur whar are 
commanded by the Church, and eſta- 
bliſhed by law : and ler theſe alſo be 
wiſely and uſefully explicated to the 
people, thar they may underſtand 
the reaſons and meaſures of obe- 
dience : but ler thcre be no. more in- 
troduc'd, leſt the people be burde- 
ned unneceſſarily , and tempred or 
divided, od 
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I V. 


Rules and Advices concerning 
Preaching. 


X L. 


ET every Miniſter be diligent 

in preaching the Word of 

God, according to the ability that 

God gives him; ever remembring 

that tominiſter Gods Wordunto the 

People, is the one halt of his grear 
Office and Employment, 


XLI. 


2, Let every Miniſter be careful, 
that what he delivers be indeed the 
Word of GOD : that his Sermon 
be anſwerable to the Text ; for rhis 
is Gods Word, the other ought ro be 
according to it z that akhough in it 
felf itbe but the word of Man, yer by 
the putpoſe, truth, and fignification 
of ir, ic tay in a ſecondary ſenſe be 
the VVord of God. 


(232) 


XLIE 


3. Do not ſpend your Sermons in 
eneral and indefinite things 3 as in 
hortations ro the people to ger 
Chriſt, ro beunired to Chriſt , and 
things of the; like unlimired (ignifica- 
tion ; bur rell chem in every duty, 
what are the meaſures, whar circum- 
ſtances, what inſtruments, and what 
is the particular minute meaning of 
every General Adviſe, For Gene- 
rals not explicated do bur fill the 
peoples heads wirh empry notions , 
and their mouths with perpetual un- 
intelligible ralk : but their Hearts re- 
main empty, and themſelves are not 
edified, 


XALIITE 


4. Let not the humours and incli- 
nations of the people be the meaſures 
of your Doftrines ; but let your Do- 
rines be the meaſure of their per- 

$aſlons, Ler them know from you 
what they ought ro do z but if you 
learn from them what you ought tq 


y 


(23) 
teach, you will give but a very ill ac- 
count at the day of Judgement,of the 
Souls committed ro you. He that re- 
ceives from the people what he ſhall 
teach them , is like a Nurſe that asks 
of her fick Child , what Phyſick ſhe 
ſhall give him, 


XLIV. 


5. Every Miniſter ia reproofs of 
ſin and ſinners, ought to concern him- 
{elf in the faults of them rhar are pre- 
ſent, bur nor of che abſent; nor in 
reproof of the times: for this can 
ſerve noend but of Faction and Sedi- 
tion , publique Murmur and private 
Diſcontent ; beſides this, it does no- 
thing bur amuze the people in the 
faults of others, teaching them to re- 
vile their Berters , and neglc& the 
dangers of their own Souls. 


XLV. 


6. As it looks like flattery and de- 
ſign , to preach nothing before Magji- 
ſtrates bur the Duty of rheirpeople, 
and their own Eminency.3: fo iris ehe 


(24) 

beginnitis of Mutiny to preach to the 
people the duty of their Superiours 
and Supreme z ir can neither come 
from a good Principle, nor tend to a 
good end. Every Miniſter ought to 
preach ro his Parith , and urge their 
Dury. St. Joh the Baptiſt cold the 
Souldiers what the Souldiers ſhould 
do; but troubled not. their heads 
with what was the duty of the Scribes 
and Phariſces. 


XLVI. 


7. In the reproof of ſins be as par- 
ticular as you pleaſe, and ſpare no 
mans fin, but meddle with no mans 
perſon 5 neicher name any man, not 
ſienifie him , neichzr reproach him, 
nor fake him to be ſuſpected: he that 
does otherwiſe, makes his Sermon to 
be a Libel, and che Miniſtry of Re- 
pentance, an inſtrument of Revenge : 
and ſo doing he ſhall exaſperate the 
man, but never amend the ſinner, 


XLVII. 
8. Let the. buſineſs of your Ser- 
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(25) 
mons be to' pteach holy life , obe- 
dience , peace , love among neigh- 
bours, hearty love, to live as the old 
Chriſtians did, and the new ſhould,to 
do hurtto no man , to do good to c- 
very man. For in theſe things the ho- 
nour of God conſiſts, and the King- 
dom of the Lord Jeſus. 


XLVIIL 


9. Preſs thoſe Graces moſt , that 
do moſt good , and make the leaſt 
noiſe z ſuch as giving privately, and 
forgiving publiquely; and deſcribe the 
grace of Charity by all the meaſures 
of ic which are given by the Apoſtle, 
I Cor. 13, For this grace 1s not fi- 
nifſhed by good Words , nor yer by 
good Works , but it is a great build- 
ing: and many Materialsgo ro the 
ſtructure of ir. Iris worth your ſtu- 
dy, for it is the fulfilling of the 
Commandements. 


XLIX. 


x0, Becauſcjit is impoſſible that 
Charity ſhould live , unleſs che luſt 


(26) 
of che tongue be morrified : let every 
Miniſter in his charge be frequent and 
ſevere againſt {landerers , detractors 
and backbirers : for the crime of 
backbiring is the poyſon of Charity z 
and yet ſo common, that ir is paſt 1n- 
toa Proverb : | After a good dinner let 
u« fit down and backbite our neighbours, ] 


L. 


11. Letevery Miniſter be care- 
full ro obſerve, and vehement in re- 
proving thoſe faults of hisPariſhioners, 
of which the Laws cannot or do nor 
rake ——_—_ ſuch as are,many de- 
grees of intemperate drinkings, ay. 
rony, riotous living, expences above 
their ability, pride, bragging, lying in 
ordinary converſation, covetoulnels, 
peeviſhneſs and haſty anger ; and ſuch 
like- For the Word of God ſearches 
deeper than the Laws of men 3 and 
many things will be hard to prove by 
the meaſures of Courts, which are ea- 
ſie enough to be obſerv'd by the 
watchful and diligent eye and car of 


the Guide of Souls, 


vo en 
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(27) 
LI. 


12 Inyour Sermons to the peo- 
ple, often ſpeak of the tour laſt things, 
of Death & Judgement, Heaven and 
Hell : of the life and Death of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; of Gods mercie to repenting 
ſinners, & his ſeverity againſt che im- 
penirent:of the formable Examples of 
Gods anger pour'd forth upon Rebels, 
Sacrilegious, Oppreſſors of Widows 
and Orphanes, and all Perſons guilt 
of Crying Sins : Theſe are uſetull, ſafe 
and ble 3 bur never runinto Ex- 
travaganciesand Curioſities, nor trout- 
ble your ſelves or them with Myſteri- 
ous Secrets; for there 1s more laid be- 
fore you,than you can underſtand;zand 
the whole Dury of Man, is To fear Ged 
and keep bis commandements, Speak bur 
verylittle of the ſecret and high things 
of God ; bur as much as you can of 


the Lowneſs and Humility of Chriſt, 
L1I. 
13. Be not haſty in pronouncing 


damnation againſt any man or party 


(38) 


in a matter of diſputation. It is enough 
that you reprove an Errour ; but what 
ſhall be the ſentence againk ir at the 
day of Judgement, thou knoweſt nor, 
and therefore pray for the erring per- 
ſon, and reprove him 3; bucleave the 
Sentence to his Judge. 


LIIT, 


I4. Let your Sermons teach the 
duty of all ſtares of men ro whom you 
ſpeak : and particularly, rake care of 
Servants and Hirelings, Merchants and 
Tradeſmen, that they be notunskilful, 
nor unadmoniſhed in their reſpective 
duties : and in all things ſpeak uſeful- 
ly and affe&ionarely 3 for by this 
means you will provide for all mens 
needs ; both for them that ſin by rea- 
ſon of their little underſtanding, 
and them that fin becauſe they have 
evil,dull,or deprav'd affeQions. 


LIV. 


I 5. In your Sermons and Diſcour- 
ſes of Religion, uſe primitive, known 
and accuſtomed words ; and afte nor 
CW 
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(29) 
new . Phantaſtical or Schiſmatical 
Ferms : Let the Sunday Feſtival be 
call'd the Lords day 3 and pretend no 
fears from the common ule of Vords 
amaneſt Chriſtians. For they that 
make a bulinefs of the words of com- 
mon uſe, and reform Religion by in- 
troducing a new Word, intend to 
make a change but no amendment 3 
they ſpend themſelves in trifles, like 
the barren turf that ſends forth no me- 
dicinable berbs, bur ftore of myſh- 
roms 3 and they give a demonſtration 
that they are either impertinent peo- 
ple,or elſe of acquerulcus nature z and 
that they are ready to diſturb the 
Church, it they could find occaſi- 


ON. 


LV. 


16. Let cvery Miniſter in his 
charge, as much as he can, endeavour 
to deſtroy all popular crrors, and evill 
principles taken up by his people or 0- 
thers with whom they converſe : cl- 
pcctallv thoſe rhat diretly oppole thc 
indiſpenſab!c neceſſity of 2p oly litc : 
let him cndcavour to wnderttand 1n 


(30) 
what true and uſeful ſenſe Chriſts ac- 
tive obedience is imputed to us 3 o 
him make his people fear the defet- 
ring of their repentance, and putting 
it off to their death-bed 3 let him ex- 
plicare the nature of faith, ſo that it 
be an ative and quickning principle 
of charity ; let him as muchas he may 
take from them all confidencies that 
{lacken their obedience and diligence 3 
ler him teach them to impute all their 
fins to their own follies andevil choice, 
and fo build themup in a moſt holy 
faith to a holy life : ever remembring 
that in all ages it hath been the grea- 
teſt artifice of Sathan, to hinder the 
increaſe of Chriſts Kingdom, by de- 
ſroying thoſe things in which it docs 
conſiſt, w:z. peace and righteouſneſs, 
holineſs and mortification. 


LVI. 


17. Every Miniſter ought to be 
careful thar he never expound Sctip- 


tures in 'publick, contrary to the 
known ſenſe of the Catholick 


Church , and particulary of the: 


Churches of Englandand Ireland; nor 


(31) 
introduce any Doctrine againſt any of 
the four firſt General Councils : for 
theſe as they are meaſures of Truth , 
fo alſo, of neceſlity ; thar is, as they 
are ſafe , ſo they are ſufficient 3 and 


* beſides what is taughe by theſe , no 
matter of belicf is neceſſary to ſal- 


vation, 
LVII. 


18. Let no Preacher bring before 


: the People in his Sermons or Diſ- 
* courſes, the Arguments of great and 
- dangerous Herefies , though with a 


purpoſe to confute them; for they 


' will mucheaſfier retain rhe ObjeHtion, 


than underſtand the Anſwer. 
LY III, 


19. Let not the Preacher make an 
Article of Faich to be a matter of di- 
ſpute ; - but teach it with plainneſle 
andfimplicity , and confirm it with 
eafie Arguments: and plain words 
of Scripture 3 but wichour objeRion : 
let thembe taught to believe, bur nor 
to argue : left if che Arguments 


* (32) 
meet with a ſcrupulous perſon, . it ra» 
ther ſhake the foundation by curious 
inquiry,than eſtabliſh it by arguments 
too hard. 


LIX. 


20, Let the Preacher be carefull 
that in his Sermons he ule no' light, 
immodeſt or ridiculous expreſſions ; 
but what is wiſe,grave, uſeful and for 
edification ; that when the Preacher 
brings truth and gravity , the People 
may attend with fear and reverence, 


L Xx, 


21, Let no Preacher envy any 
man that hath a greater Audience, or 
more fame in Preaching than himſelt; 
let him nor detra& from him, or leſ- 
ſen his reputation dire&tly or indireRt- 
ly : for he that cannot be even with 
his Brother but by pulling him down, 
is but a dwarf till; and no man is 
the better for making his Brother 
worſe. In all things defite. that 
Chriſt's Kingdom may be advanc'd 3 
andrejoyce that he is ſerved,whoever 


(33) 
be the Miniſter : thatif you cannor 
have the ſame of a great Preacher , 
yet you may have the reward of being 


} agood man:. but ir is hard to mils 
| both, 


L XI. 


22, Letevery Preacher in his Pa- 
” riſh take care to explicate to the Peo- 
” plethe Myſteries of the great Feſti- 
= vals; asof Chriſtmaſs, Eaſter, A{- 
= cenſion day , Whitſunday, Trinity 


\ ſunday, the Annuntiation of the BI. 


| Virgin ary ; becauſe theſe Feaſts 
* containing 1n them the great Funda- 
4 mentals of our Faith, will with moſt 
* advantage convey the myſteries to 
* thepeople, and fix them in their me- 
mories, by the ſolemnirty and circum- 
ſances of the day. 


LXI TI. 


»> 23. Inall your Sermons and Dil- 
= courſes, ſpeak nothing of God bur 
what is honourable and glorious 3 and 
! impute not ro him ſuch things , the 

® conſequents of which a wiſe and good 
| . 2 Y).2 77 


(34) 
Man will not own : never ſuppoſe 
him to be author of fin, or the procu- # 
rer of our damnation. For God cay- *® 
not be tempted , neitber tempteth he any | 
may, God is true, and every wan 4 b 


har. 
L XIII 


24. Let no Preacher compare one '' 
Ordinance with another 5 as Prayer | 
with Preaching,to the diſparagement 
of either ; bur uſe both in their pro- | 


per ſeaſons, and according to appoin- 
ted Order, 


XLIV. 


25, Let no man preach for the 
praiſe of men : bur if you meet it, 
inſtantly watch and ſtand upon your 
guard, and pray againſt your own va- 
nity ; and by an expreſs a& of ac- 
knowledgement and adoration,return 
che praiſe to God, Remember that 
Herod was for the omiffion of this , 
ſmitten by an Angel ; ' and do thou * 
tremble, fearing leſt the judgment ; 
of God be otherwiſe than the ſen- 
tence of the people, Fn F 


« 


Rules and Advices concerning 
Catechiſm, 


LXV. 
I. | DG Miniſter is bound upon 


every Lords day, before E- 
vening Prayer , to inſtruct al young 
S 


* people in the Creed, the 


; Prayer, the Ten Commandements , 


and the Do&rine of the Sacraments, 


as they are ſet down and explicated 
in the Church Catechiſm. 


LXVI. 


2. Let aBellbetolled when the 
Cathechiſing is ro begin ; char all 
who deſire it may be preſent 3 bur 
let all the more ignorant , and unin- 


' ſtructedpartof the people, whether 
3» they be old or young, be requir'd to be 
' pre 


5 2 
ent: that no perſon in your Pa- 
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4 riſhes be ignorant in the foundations | 
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(36) 


of Religion : ever remembring, that 


if in theſe things they be unskiltal , # 


whatever is taught belides , 15 like a 


houſe built/upon the ſand, 
\ LXVIL 


2, Let every Miniſter reach his | 


people the uſe,praCtiſe,merhods &be- 
nefirs of meditation or mental prayer. 
Let them draw our for them helps 
and rules for-their afliſtance in it ; 
and furniſh them with marcrials,con- 
cerning the life and death of the e- 
ver bleſſed Jefus, the greatneſs of 
God, our own meannels, the dread- 
ful ſound of the laſt Trumpet, the in- 
finice event of the two laſt ſentences 
at doomſday : let them be taught to 
confider what thev have been , whar. 
they are, and whar they fhall be ; 
and above all things , what are the 
iſſues of eternity ; glories never tO 
ccale, pains never to be ended. 


LXVIII 


4. Let every Miniſter exhort his 
pcople toa frequent confcfhion of their 
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(37) 


fins, and adeclaration of the ſtate of 
their Souls 3 to a converſation with 
their Miniſter in ſpiritual chings, to an 
enquiry concerning all the parts of 
their duty : for by preaching , and 
catechiſing, and private entercourſe, 
all the needs of Souls can beſt be 
ſerv'd; bur by preaching alone , they 
cannot. 


LXIX. 


5. Let the people be exhorted to 
keep faſting dayes , and the feaſts of 
the Church 3 according to their 
reſpeRive capacities z ſo it be done 
without burden to them, and without 
becoming a ſnare 3 thatis, that upon 
the account of Religion, and holy de- 
ſires to pleaſe God, they ſpend ſome 
rime in Religion , beſides the Lords 
day: bur be very careful that the 
Lords day be kept religiouſly, accor- 
ding to the ſevereſt meaſures of the 
Church , and the commands of Au- 
thority : ever remembring that as 
they give but little Teſtimony of Re 
pentance and Mortification, who ne- 


ver faſt ; ſo they give but ſmall evi- 
CG _ dence 


4 u 


2% 
dence of their joy in God and Reli- 
gion, who are unwilling ſolemnly to 
partake of the Publick and Religious 


Joys of the Chriſtian Church, 
LXX, 


6. Let every Miniſter be diligent 
in exhorting all Parents and Matters 
to ſend their Children and Servants 
to the Biſhop at the Viſitation , or 0- 
cher ſolemn times of his coming to 
them , that they may be confirm'd : 
And ler him alſo take care that all 
young perſons may by underſtanding 
the Principles of Religion, their vow 
of Baptiſm, rhe excellency of Chri- 
ſian Religion , the neceſſity and ad- 
vantages of ir, and of living accord- 
ing toit, be fittted and diſpoſed, and 
accordingly by them preſented to the 
Biſhop, that he may pray over them, 
and invocare the Holy Spirit, and mi- 
niſter the holy rice of Confirmation. 


V I. 
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(93) 


V I 


Rules and Advices concerning the Vi(i- 
tation of the Sick, 


LXXI. 

1. T7 Very Miniſter ought to be 

careful in viſiting all the Sick 
and AMidted perſons of his Pariſh : 
ever remembring that as the Prieſts 
lips are ro preſerve knowledge: fo 
it is his duty to miniſter a word of 
comfort in the time of necd. 


LXXIL 


2, A Miniſter muſt not ſtay till he 
be ſent for 3 bur of his own accord 
and care to go to them 3 to examine 
them, to cxhort them to peric cheir 
repentance, to ſtrengrhen heir faich, 
co encourage their patience , to per- 
{wade them to reſignation, ro the re- 
newing of their holy vows, to the 
love of God, tobe reconcil'd to their 
neighbours , to make reſtitution and 

| 


(49) | 
atnends, toconfelſs their fins, to ſettle 
cheir eſtare, to provide for their char- 
ges, to do acts of piety and charity ; 
and above all things , that they take- . 
care, they do not {1n.towards the end 
of their lives. For if repentance on 
our death-bed ſeem fo very late for 
the ſins of our life z what time ſhall 
be left ro repent ns of the ſins we 
commit on our death-bed > 


LXXIIL 


3. When you comfort the affli- 
ed, endeavour to bring them to the 
true love of God : for he that ſerves 
God for Gods ſake, it is almoſt im- 
poſſible he ſhould be oppreſled with 


{orrow. 
LXXIV. 


4. In anſwering the caſes of con- 
ſcience of fick or aflited people , 
conſider not who asks, but what he 
asks; and conſult in your anſwers 
more with the eftate of his ſoul, than 
the conveniency of his eſtate : For no 
flattery is ſo faral as that of the Phyſi- 
cian or the Divine, 


(41) 
LALLY: 


\ 


5. If the ſick perſon enquires con- 
cerning the final eſtate of his Soul ; | 
he is to be reprov'd rather than an- | 
{wer'd 3 anely he is to be calledupon | 
to finiſh his duty , to do all the good 
he can in that ſeaſon; to pray for 
pardon and acceprance 3 but you have 
nothing to do to meddle with paſſing | 
final ſentences 3 neither caſt him | 
down in deſpair, nor raiſe him up to | 
vain and unreaſonable confidences. 


But take care that he be not carcleſly 
diſmiſs'd, 


LXXVI. 


6. In order to theſe and many 0- 
ther good purpoſes, every Miniſter 
ought frequently to converſe with his 
Pariſhioners 3 to go to their houſes, 
bur alwayes publickly, with witneſs, 
and.with prudence ; leſt what is cha- 
ricably incended be ſcandalouſlly re- 
ported : and inall your converſation 
be ſure to give good example,and up- 
onall occalions to give good counſel. = 
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- importune and unneceſlary delay, oc- 


(42) 
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VIL 


Of minifring the Sacraments , publick 
Prayers, and other duties of 
Minfters, 


ELXXVII. 


Tt. T7 Very Miniſter is oblig'd, pu- 

blickly or privately to read 
the Common Prayers everyday in the 
week, at Morning and Evening : and 
in great Towns and populous places 
convenicutly inhabited , it muſt be 
read in Churches ; that the daily ſa- 
crifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving 


may never ceaſe. 
LXXVIII, 


2. The Miniſter is to inſtru the 
people , that the Baptiſm of their 
children ought not to be ordinarily 


defer'd, longer than till rhe next Sun- 
day afrer the birth of the child : leſt 
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(43) 
caſion that the child dye before it is 
dedicated to the ſervice of God and 
the Religion of the Lord Jeſus ; be- 
fore it be born again, admirred to the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, and reckon'd 
in the account of the ſecond Adam. 


LXXI X. 


3. Let every Miniſter exhort and 
preſs the people to a devout and pe- 
riodical communion , ar the leaſt 
three times in the year , at the grear 
Feſtivals : bur the devouter fort, and 
they who have leaſure , are to be in- 
vited toa frequent Communion : and 
ler it be given and received wirh great 
reverence, | 


LXXX, 


4. Every Miniſter ought to be well 
$kill'd and ſtudied in ſaying his Office, 
in the Rubricks, the Canons, the Ar- 
ticles, ard the Homilies of the 
Church , that he may do his duty 
readily, diſcreetly, gravely , and by 
the publick meaſures of che laws. To 
which alſo it is very uſeful chat it be 


added, 


| " 
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44) 
added , that every Miniſter iudy the 
antient Canons of the Church z eſpe- 
clally che Penicentials of the Eaſtern 
and Weſtern Churches : let him read 
good Books, ſuchas are approved by 
publick authoricy 3 ſuch which are 
uletul, wile and holy : not the ſcri- 
blings of Unlearned parties, but of 
men learned, pious , obedient and 
dilintereſted 5 and among theſe , 
ſuch eſpecially which deſcribe duty 
and good life, which miniſter to fairh 
and charity , to piety and devotion 
Caſes of Conſcience, and ſolid expo- 
ſitions of Scripture, Concerning 
which, learned and wiſe perſons are 
tO be conſulted, 


LXXXI. 


5. Let not a Curate of Souls trou- 
ble himſelf wich any ſtudies, bur ſuch 
which concern his own or his peoples 
duty 3 ſuch as may enable him to 
ſpeak well, and ro do well ; bur to 
meddle with no controverſies , bur 
ſuch by which he may be enabled to 
convince the gainſayers in things that 
concern publick peace & - good life. 


XXXL11. 


* 


45 
LXXXII, 


6. Be careful in all the publick ad- 
miaiſtrarions of your Pariſh, that the 
poor be provided for. Think it no 
({hame to beg for Chriſts poor mem- 
bers : ftir up the people ro liberal 
alms by your word and yourexample, 
Ler a Colle&ion be made every 
Lords day,and upon all ſolemn meet- 
ings, and at every Communion 
and let the Collection be wiſely and 
piouſly adminiſtred : ever remem- 
bring, that at the day of Judgement 
nothing ſhall publickly be proclaim'd, 
bur the reward of alms and mercy. 


LXXXIII. 


7. Let every Miniſter be ſure to 
lay up a treaſure of comforts & advi- 
ces, to bring forth for every mans 
need in the day of his trouble ; ler 
him ſtudy and heap together Inftru- 


+ ments and Advices for the promoting 
+ of every virtue, and remedies and 


arguments againſt every vice 3 let 


* him reach his people to make adts of 


virtue 


(46) 
virtue not onely by external exerciſe, 
but alſo in the way of Prayer, and in- 
ternal medication. 


In theſe and all things elſe that 
concern the Miniſters duty , if there 
be difficulty, you are to repair to your 
Biſhop for further advice , aſſiſtance 
and information, 


